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e-Bulletin: September 2013

Australian and New Zealand Sports Law 
Association (ANZSLA) Annual Conference 
16-18 October 2013, BCEC, Brisbane, Queensland

Questions that will be addressed by this year's program 
include:

•	
 Wondering how the AFL Integrity system works and 
the process behind the Essendon saga?

•	
 How has the war against drugs adapted with new 
technology?

•	
 Why the Stilnox Six are copping further discipline from AOC?
•	
 How will you be watching sport in the next five years?

•	
 What your sport can do to be ahead of the game with new media and the latest technology?

More information is available at https://www.anzsla.com/content/annual-conference

LGBTI sport survey
Over the next 12 months Sport and Recreation Services in the ACT is delivering the Inclusive Sport 
Project which aims to address harassment, discrimination and bullying in the sport and recreation 
industry. As part of the project the Inclusive Sport Survey will be conducted. LGBTI people are 
asked to complete the survey during the month of September so that the sport and recreation 
industry in the ACT can understand the sport experiences of LGBTI people and work to break down 
any barriers to participation.

For more information and to do the survey go to www.economicdevelopment.act.gov.au/sport_and_recreation

The 7 Pillars of Inclusion
We re-vamped the Inclusion section on the Play by the Rules website in September. Now, when 
you go to www.playbytherules.net.au/got-an-issue/inclusion 
you will see a new introduction video, an info-graphic and 
seven video interviews where leading practitioners and 
advocates talk about one of the seven pillars. The 7 Pillars 
of Inclusion take a ‘helicopter’ view of inclusion – 
examining the issues that are common across targeted 
population groups. Watch out for more resources under the 
7 Pillars of Inclusion in the weeks ahead – helping sports 
reflect the communities they are in.
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First Play by the Rules webinar
On 22 August 2013, 84 people from across the country 
joined in the first Play by the Rules webinar. A webinar is 
simply a ‘live’ online event that anyone can join in and 
participate as long as they have an Internet connection. 
The webinar was hosted by current Play by the Rules A/g 
manager Peter Downs and featured panelists Paul Oliver 
(immediate past manager) and Debbie Simms. Debbie was 
instrumental in making Play by the Rules the resource it is 
today. The Panel traced a little bit of the history of Play by 
the Rules and answered attendee questions on a range of 
topics impacting on safe, fair and inclusive sport. Over 170 people registered for the webinar.

All the webinar materials can be viewed, including a full video recording at:                              
http://iwebinar.com.au/library/pbtr2/. Stay tuned for more Play by the Rules webinars and if you 
have suggestions about topics you would like to see in a webinar in the future please let us know  
at manager@playbytherules.net.au.

Fair Enough: Encouraging respect in sport
The Government of South Australia, through the Office for 
Recreation and Sport, has been working with a number of 
state sports organisations on a campaign to encourage 
respect in sport – called Fair Enough. You can see two of 
the videos from this campaign produced by the South 
Australian Cricket Association –                    
www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PHBka3ddU8 and       
SANFL – www.youtube.com/watch?v=cfxp4ng5uc0

Roosters Against Racism
The Sydney Roosters have launched a new community initiative, Roosters Against Racism, with 
the goal of addressing racism and prejudice within the community, with a particular focus on the 
school and sporting environment. Roosters Against Racism will officially commence in late 2013 
and will work towards raising awareness of the importance of mutual respect, fair treatment of all 
people regardless of their cultural, racial or religious backgrounds and promoting the benefits of 
cultural diversity and social cohesion. 

The Roosters Against Racism program has been developed in accordance with the Australian 
Government National Anti-Racism Strategy and is being supported by program partners, the 
Australian Human Rights Commission, Play By The Rules, the NSW Department of Education 
and Communities and Community Migrant Resource Centre and Left-field Business Solutions. 
The program will involve the delivery of presentations to targeted schools and sporting clubs 
across the Eastern Suburbs by Roosters players who have been affected by racism to share 
their story, explain how it impacted upon them and how they overcame the issue. Players will be 
accompanied by appropriately qualified personnel who can discuss with participants the 
appropriate strategies for dealing with racism and respond to any questions on the day. 
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The program will extend to include an online education resource on the Sydney Roosters 
website that will cover information shared in the classroom sessions and provide additional 
information. The resource will be available to the wider community on the Roosters website, 
and will also include clips of players and community identities discussing the importance of 
diversity and social cohesion. 

The Roosters Against Racism program will initially be delivered in the Eastern Suburbs of 
Sydney and the City of Sydney and will commence during Term 4 of the 2013 school 
calendar.

ARU announces Inclusion Policy to stamp out homophobia in Rugby

The Australian Rugby Union recently announced the implementation of an Inclusion Policy 
aimed to stamp out homophobia in Rugby. The announcement coincided with the one-year 
countdown to the 2014 Bingham Cup in Sydney – the World Cup of gay rugby. The policy, 
which will be among the first of its kind in world sport, is separate to existing anti-vilification 
guidelines, and is likely to see elements such as anti-homophobia programs for young 
players and high-profile stars in public awareness campaigns. It could ultimately even see 
rugby participants face penalties if guilty of homophobic behaviour. The ARU will consult 
with the Australian Sports Commission, Australian Human Rights Commission, players 
groups and the gay and lesbian community to formulate a policy in time for the 2014 
Bingham Cup.

2013 Tasmanian Human Rights Awards – Nominations Now Open

Nominations for the 2013 Tasmanian Human Rights Awards are now open – there are a 
number of categories including Individual, Organization, Youth, Culturally and Linguistically 
Diverse, LGBTI focused, Mental Health, School and Sport. Nominations close on 30 
September 2013 and you can download forms from www.afairerworld.org/_HRWeek or 
phone (03) 6233 4841.

Community Club Toolkit

Communities NSW – NSW Sport and Recreation Region, 
on behalf of ‘Better Futures’ has produced a comprehensive 
online Community Club Toolkit. The toolkit is designed for 
Clubs, community groups, youth centres or anyone trying to 
organize community events, sports activities or structured 
programs for informal groups and young people. There are 
a host of videos and resources under six main sections – 
Induction, Managing Activities, Managing Staff and 
Volunteers, Running an Organisation, Getting Young People 
Involved and Session Planning. A fabulous resource you can find at:                               
http://www.youthservicestoolkit.com.au/.
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Play by the Rules on Twitter
We’ve a bit of work to do on it still but there is now a 
dedicated Play by the Rules Twitter account – please come 
and ‘Follow’ us and keep up-to-date with everything around 
safe, fair and inclusive sport. Join in the conversation and 
lets get the Twittersphere going for Play by the Rules – 
https://twitter.com/PlaybytheRules1

Member Protection Information Officer training
Member Protection Information Officers play an important role in sport. Sometimes things can 
go wrong in sport! When they do, the Member Protection Information Officer is there as a 
resource to help guide organisations in the proper processes to follow. If you are interested in 
helping out and training as a Member Protection Information Officer then go to 
www.playbytherules.net.au/mpio/workshops to find out where and when training workshops 
are taking place.

End of Season Events: Reducing the Risks
The practice of sporting clubs celebrating their achievements with a trip away at the end of the 
season or a “Mad Monday” type event, appear to be becoming more common. Either by 
choice, or through peer pressure, participants in these events often drink far in excess of what 
is recommended by health authorities and this has led to risky behaviour and players 
misbehaving. Many clubs are unsure about how to deal with the health and legal risks posed 
by such events. Good Sports have produced a fact sheet that outlines some of the risks 
associated with these types of events and provides some suggestions about how clubs can 
reduce the risk of harm to players, the club and the community. See more at:                      
http://goodsports.com.au/resources/articles/end-of-season-events-reducing-the-risks/.

Beware the Pitfalls of Social Media
The WA Sports Federation and the Department of Sport and Recreation in WA have been 
working with cyber safety expert Susan McLean to develop a policy template that deals with 
cyber safety for the sports industry. The policy template is available to clubs and association 
looking to address the safety, privacy and legal pitfalls of the internet and social media. Susan 
has been conducting cyber safety workshops for sport in WA. If you want to see an example of 
what a cyber safety sport policy looks like then go to www.fremantlenetball.com.au/docs/
2013%20Cyber%20Safety%20in%20Sport%20policy%20-%20Final.pdf.

Courses coming up in WA
As part of the Fair Safe Sport project there are a swag of courses coming up in the next few 
weeks. Here are the courses and links:

•	
 Cyber safety in Sport Workshop – 24 September 2013
www.dsr.wa.gov.au/cyber-safety-in-sport-workshop-sept-2013 
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•	
 Member Protection Information Officer Workshop – 15 October 2013
www.dsr.wa.gov.au/member-protection-information-officers-course2

•	
 Child protection is everybody’s business – 14 November 2013
www.dsr.wa.gov.au/child-protection-is-everybodys-business

Free resources for your club
If your club would like some Play by the Rules posters, flyers, respect cards or postcards to 
promote safe, fair and inclusive sport in your new member kits or to put up around your 
clubhouse, simply go to our resources section, download what you’d like and print out as many 
as you want. We also have A0 sized posters available which can be printed out and put up in 
stadiums or on fencing around playing fields – email manager@playbytherules.net.au to get the 
printer files for these posters.

Easy way to help make sport safe, fair and inclusive
It’s now easier than ever to help spread the word about safe, 
fair and inclusive sport. Ask your friends, colleagues and 
associates to sign up for this e-Bulletin! There is now a 
dedicated e-Bulletin ‘sign-up’ page you can direct people to. 
Simply direct people to www.pbtr.com.au and people can sign 
up for the e-Bulletin directly. If you would like to advertise this 
sign up page by placing a banner on your website that links 
directly to this page we’d love to hear from you. Contact 
manager@playbytherules.net.au.

Want a Play by the Rules link on your website? 
If you would like a Play by the Rules link on your website, simply send a request via email to 
manager@playbytherules.net.au and we will send you some brief text about the program and a 
logo to upload on your site. This will provide a direct link for your users to access a range of 
excellent resources and information on how to keep sport safe, fair and inclusive.

Don’t forget to find us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube

Click on our Facebook, Twitter and YouTube buttons to find us, follow us or become a fan. Pass 
this onto your networks and help us build an informed, safe, inclusive and fair sport culture.

Everyone has a role to play in creating inclusive, safe and fair sporting environments
www.playbytherules.net.au

To subscribe to this e-Bulletin simply go to www.pbtr.com.au
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